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This is o history of RAF wATCHFTELD, not of the writer

Fred c GUTLMANT of r87 West End Rood, southompton
Ex Ff ight Lieutenont, Royol Air Force.

The dqte todoy is Sept ember 3rd 2000-on onniversory of the outbreok of the
Second World Wor. FCP is 86 ond "cleoring up" his l i fe, including his
"Office" (conversion of o lock-up garoge in the bock gorden). He finds on Album
of photogrophs ond decides thot (rother thon consign them to the dustbin) he
would rother hond them to the Librory perhops ot Shrivenhom to ploce in their or-
chives.

Becouse there ore no "Notes" under the photogrophs, qnd Reoders in the future
might well hove no ideo of whot the pictures wereoll obout, perhops even unawore
of whot happened during the occupotion of those large Wotchf ield fields by the
Royof Air Force,he decided thqt he would write af ew Notes in explonotion.
When he f irst storted , they were mere NOTES.
They developed into being o smoll BOOK! Sorry, but thot's the woy it hoppened.

Note:- This paragraph was inserted :;-r), ilme after starting when if was
rea/ised the "Notes' were indeed becoming a "Book" and some "formality,, was
desirable. So it must be now be said that everything herein musf be freafed as
COPYRfiGHT and (should permission be gronfed for reproduction) the rights of
fhe Author musf be profected. He sfates that any fees received wi// be not be
retained by him, but gifted to some local Charity or Good Cause of his choice.

Note 2 And this one was added even later, fo explain that the whole thing had
indeedgone berserk and finished up a kind of "l|y LDFE ATPAF WATCHF1ELD
f am sorry abouf fhrs, because fhere's nofhing f wanf LESS than details of my life
and thinking being made public. But my family are rather insisfent it should some-
how be placed on record if only because if contains so much history of the village
itself. h COULD be that someone picfured or menfioned herein is still alive, liv-
ing locally, and would be absolufely thrilled to 'READ ALL ABOUT fT'

f commend this fournal fherefore, NOTas sotn€:- -thing to do with l4E, but as a
record of lUarfime happenings in and around SHR| VENHAI,I and WA qCHF1ELD

*******
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This is the "Moin Entrqnce" - on RAF Pollce Corporol olwoys stood of the gate tt-
self  which wqs o yord or two outside this picture to the left .  Here stood his
"sentry - box" ond her e the duty guord stood , doy ond night with boyonet f ixed
throughout the entireWor. They were o grond bunch of chops ond in spite of the
hossle of hundreds of flying personnel going in ond out ot oll hours, they took it
ol l  ond responded cheerful ly. Towords the end of the Wor, we guite often took
them up os "possengers", ond some (str ict ly ogoinst ol l  Regulot ions) were ol lowed
to sit  in the Pupil 's seot ond operate the controls. f t  wos something f or them to
write home obout ond i t  helped rel ieve the monotony.

i
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Here are a f ew of them , they deserve o speciol mention!





The Flying Control Tower.
Observethe "Pill Box" on the top!
The next"Office down" wos occupied by Ffying Controf Offtcers who looked out
ond issued instructions to Aircraft toking off ond londing.
The Office below wos used by Sguodron Le-ader G Webb, (OC Flying). The odjo-
cent ottoched buifding wos f or clerical stoff . Befow oll wos the Garage f or the
Emergency Breokdown Wogon, Ambulonce, etc.
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fn the end there were some 40 or 50 Beom Approoch Schools, Wotchfield hoving
the Category No 1 BA5. The skill of their often long-resident fnstructors be-
come noteworthy throughout the RAF ond mony we?e co-opted for speciol duties.
The f irst "Pothf in der" Sguodron for exomple, wos storted with BIGNALL in
chorge-tqken from his duties os the senior Flight Commonder here. And he took
with him several of his fnstructors, they were after oll, probcbly the highest
skiffed fnstrument-Flying Pilots in the RAF ot the timel T remember perhops six
o? seven nomes being so tronsferred over theyeors, especiolly o Flight Lieutenont
Jomes

The system
tremity of

wos
the

bqsed oround o "tronsmitter" in o smoll shed of the western ex-
Airfield, which "sent out" TWO signols of the some time. One

North ond the other South. One "DOTS" ond the other "DASHES" The rodius of
eoch tronsmission wos obout t82 degrees, so if you drow o little plon of whot wos
going on, there would be a very smoll areo where they "overlopped" Since it hod
been cleverly worked out thot the spqce between doshes wos the some os the
fength of the dot, the sound heord by a receiver stotioned INSIDE thot overlop-
ping a?ea wos constont. An oircroft f lying olong ond within this spoce, would only
hove to know its "opproximote" direction ond then,by turning slightly to the left
or right os the cose moy be, upon heoring dots or doshes, could odjust his flying
direction so thot he (in the end) would pqss right overhead fhe tronsmitter. You
HAD to f ind out of course whether you were flying AW AY or TOWARDS the
source!
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Hovi ng gor into fhrs "over lopping area" (  which wos col led "The BEAM" (c l though i t
wos foctuol ly,  nothrng of  the sort)  ond going the rrghr woy ol l  thor hod to be done
was get downl
Two "morker" beocons were theref ore instol led the INNER morker (which
sounded o guick peep-peep-peep constontly) situoted a f ew hundred yords oheod
of the spot you intended to touch down on, ond onother,  the OUTER MARKER
(which trqnsmitted o continuous but much slower bonk bonk bonk.)
This t ronsmit ter  wqs in o f  ie ld o mi le or so eost of  Longcot You HAD to be r ight
overheod of them to receivel

Hold on!
The Pilot ,  when using the "Beom" , HAD to know his height obove the londing oreo.
His instruments enobled him to set / reset his height indicotor,  so,  providing he
knew the borometric pressure he could set to ZEP.O the hei ght of thot porticulor-
field Sounds complicoted, but providing there wqs or hod been recently communi-
cotion between Pilot ond ground , the RAF hod o simple routine which wos port of
ordinory t rq in ing.

The f inol oblectives were [o] locote the source of ond "get on" the beom" [b] Fly
olong i t  unti l  overheod, then do o "Figure of Eight monoevre at 1O0O feet, oiming
to orr ive in due course qt the Outer Morker [c] groduolly descend untr l  600 f eet
ond heoding directly di rectly for hom e over the bonk bonk bonk sound.

l" low comes the horrowing bit [d] Do your cockpit dri l l  , lower wheels ond f lops, re-
cuce to londing speed All the time getting steodily lower qnd fower ond MORE
iawer

)ON'T PANICI You oin't  gonno crosh! Not with ME here beside you, onywoy!

i-el Fol iow whot those dots ond doshes ore shouting in your earl  Absolut ely, pre-
c:seiy ond with the utmost core! Heor the fnner Morker? Look out, qnd THERE
cirectly oheod is o lovely cleor spoce to londl Oh whot a rel ief l

THAT wos the theory! fn proctice, t t  wos so fr ightentng, you hod to be TRA.INED
to iqnore whot the seot of your ponts wos tel l ing you - the instruments were AL-
wAyS r ight ,  JUst DO AS yOU ARE TOLDI Your l i fe ond the l i f  e of  your cew de-
pended uPon you being colm ond very collected in circumstonces where vou were
f ul iy ent i t led to be scored st i f  f  I



There wece trmes when ( l i terol ly)  the ONLY orrcrof t  f  lvrnq rn the whcie af  the UK
were those of  Worchf reld Thtck f  og wos never on obstocle,  rn focr ihe thtcker
the f  og,  the more our f  nstructor pi lots wonted to toke of  f  I

The wri ter  personol ly recol ls one night dur ing very inclement weather,  toking o
smol l  group of  Pi lots under instructron to on RAF Stot ion on the Portsmouth /  Lon-
don Rood col led BLACKBUSH where hod been instol led o system col led FIDO (Fog
Intensive Dispersol  Of)  berng two rows of  porof f  rn-pressured f  lores olongside the
runwqy whrch sent up f lomes obout 20'high Thrs enobled Bombers returning to
lqnd when therr  own home Atr f ie lc i  wos out of  commissron FIDO provided o 6et-
ier  chonce of  londing since the f  lomes could be seen through the clouds from ot
leost  1000 feet,  ond the heot mode o "hole" in the low cloud. On thot occosion,
we f lew oround for of  leost  on hour wotching ol l  the "emergency" londings, f inol ly
gotng home to lond ot  Wotchf ie ld wi thout ony form of l ight ing ot  o l l ,  ond in o fog
so thick you couldn' t  see more thon obout ten f  eet  \ le ol l  revel led rn the exci te-
mentt

- '." "i'1..:"t ..: :'q

fn  possing, I  ment ion thot yELLOW underneoth on Arrcraf t  indicoted r t  come
from TRAINING COMMAND ond therefore wos not ormed (os i f  th is would hove
mode ony dif f  erence when in contoct with on enemyl) Above ond on the sides wos
comouf lage green and brown dope The RAF Roundel oppeored on the wing t ips
ond oircrof t  s ides.  Overol l  RAF ident i f  icot ion wos by o smol l ish number,  ond the
Stotron or Sguodron number wos usuol ly o lorge olphobet let ter ,  o lso on the side
Arrcrof t  dorng "Beom Approoch" t ro in ing olwoys corr ied the symbol of  a lor 'ge yel-
low tr  rongle



This is from the some spot, fooking directly South. The lody on the bicycle wos
the ONLY Service-womon on the ploce. f om not sur e WHAT servi ce it wos, but
she wos o NURSE, qnd f om not sure who her "potients" could hove been, but she
wos o reol Personolity, l iked by oll, shoring our fun when it hoppened, qnd tending
our cuts ond bruises ofternotely. f hove afeeling she morried one of the BAS fn-
structios loter.

These were the Pupils Crew Rooms. You can see one of the "pill
to the Petrol "Bowser") which were scottered oll over the ploce.
very much o nuisonce.

Boxes" (odjocent
Never used, ond



There were severol of these "bosins" of water oround the working oreos. f don't
recolf one ever 6eing used for its proper purpose. Occosionolly, on the occosion of
some individual celebrotion, o member of a flying crew got thrown in, but such in-
cidents were never "logged" so (officiolly, nobody knew). There were regulor ARP
proctices f or Civil ions, ond great excitement in the Shelters. Shelters f or the
RAF hod been erected olong the perimeter trocks.

fncidentolly, the "good" fnstructors of Wotchfield seern to hove stoyed there a
long t ime, for longer thon wos permitted by the stondord 6 months moximum ol-
lowed ot other RAF Sguodrons. They did this by cheoting - ot the end of six
months , the fnstructor wos secretly "post ed to Shell ingford" (without being told.)
The next doy he wos posted "bock ogoin" ond no-one wos ever the wiserl Both sto-
trons were in 50 Group Troining Commond, within o f ew miles of eoch other , oper-
ated by the some AST ond (os we stoted then "in cohoots")

The excuse wos thot this wos probobly the most highly ski l led Job in the Pi lot
Troining curr iculum, requir ing such o high fnstrument-f lying obif i ty eg so os to
morntoin height within tO f eet of o specified f tgure, ond steer ot o fixed oirspeed
within one or two degrees consistent ly in o reguired direct ion.  Plus ol l  the t ime to
mointoin the confidence in your own obi l i ty to obey instrumentotion in spite of
everything else oround. f  tel l  you, i t  wos very much o temptotion when your in-
struments soid you were 20 f eet from the ground trovelling downwords of neor
100 mph to look outside! I f  you did ,  the chonces were croshi ngly dongerousl You
simply HAD to concenrrate on the gob in hond ond obsolutely t rust  your ski l l  The
occident rote qmong Wotchf ie ld f  nstructors wos inf  in i tesimol,  certoinly by f  or  ,
the lowest per hours f lown in the whole of Troining Commond.
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At  one trme, I  hod THREE f  l rghts ond obout twelve etrcrof t  (of f rc io l ly)  operot ing
up to 23 hours o doy cont inuously fhot  meont of  leost  four oircrof t  orrbcrne ot
ony one trme with toke of f  ond londtng gotng on sometimes of  rntervqls of  opproxi-
motely three or four minutes.  Dur ing 1944, t ruthful ly,  we hod NO Fly ing Accident
where on f  nstructor wos involved, not even o s ingle toxying "  prong" The disopl ine
wos Incredibly good, s imply becouse everybody knew they were ot  the mercy of
thzir f ellows' carelessness.

Remember,  of  the 5egtnnrng ,  there were no rodios,  no wrreless communicotron-we
hod ro corry out f ly ing dut ies STRICTLY occording to o predetermrned t imetoble
ond plon. This wos eosy enough when you could 5EE orrcroft neorby, but tT.,ogrne
seven or etght oircrof t  o l l  monoever ing up ond down ond olong a f  rve mi le wireless
"Figure of  Eight"  c i rcui t  which wos only f  t f teen to twenty feet  wrde in ploces
Moreover, there could be onother 'plone 25O f eet below ond one obove too!
In f  o9 , we hod to lond with o motter of perhops f ive minutes between each oir,
crof t ,  which would (olso by t ime determinot ion) meon descending from the al lot-
ted height to the one below, taking the ploce of  one onof her unt i l  o l l  were :cf  e ly
home.
The olternotive wos thot (os experience wos ochieved, ond providing therc: wos ot
leost f i f ty f  eet of clear spoce under the cloud ,) we "descended" into o so{'e srea
over the River Thomes not for owoy, ond mode our woy bock to Wot chf i"- ir : ,
"hedge-hopptng" somet imes to the ut ter  consternotron of  our pupi ls.  l .Jobor- l ' , ,  iy '1
ouf hor i ty "knew" th is wos gong on of  course, but they did i t  themselves cr iywoy



I  r , , :  is  me in the cockpi t  of  the "Oxf ord" T went solo rn durrng i94o i  i ' ,
, i r r€, r r -  " in ier ior"  photogroph loter showrng the some view of  o loter mocia,

' : - . :ur . r1r 'Js the end of  th is course, when a per iod of  nrght- f  ly ing wos poi '1
:  : , ' . : , i ' r ion one block nrght,  we ol l  ogreed our f lyrng plon ond took of  i  ' t '
r re :s,  I {OT resett ing our Borometr i  c Herght Indicotors (which hoc aee:^
r , '  Jr :PC f  eet  )

.i: : r t , . : r ; ' t , ' . i  "  : : tu<" '  ^
.: t? : :.4 .. . :.r; ,:

, .  l i i  , r ; ' ' ,  '  i  mu:; i  te i i  yor- ,  Vi  z hoc o comp leTe CourSe (cDouf 2a f t r is l  L Jm
r,  ' .  , r .  r i - '  M,nr5t" i -  i r rc iuding rhe inspector General  h imsel f  ond )? ' t ics . : :
.  ' . , : ; : ,  l : r 'cm Air  Commodores ro mere Group Coprorns i  musf admrr ina ute

r i i . ) i i (  pul ied ronk on us Sergeant i  They were whr lst  o i rborne ,  t realed cs 6e-
i r r . r , . , r r r9 os such, wi th def erence to their  fnstructors ond r f  wos o pleosur, ' ,  ,eost
. , : ) :  rne'  ,  ' t 'o have .5een involved. Anywoy,we were using o sotel l i te f  ie ld c '  '4-
'  -  i  ) - i r -  c i i r r le to the north of  Worchf te ld becouse our locol  beom wos ' - ,  '  or-

"  l - l ' i i :  p ioce hcc obsoiutely nothing on i t  oport  f rom one Nissen.- lu-  .no-

'  , , .  : : . - r r i r  : i ' ,J f tsmrf  ter^ Mosr peculror ly ,  Y WCA Con' f  een t  ruck cr lwciv5 .  .p
- ' ' , , t.t e. d,.rrrng our night f lyrngi

on-

In-

r rk-
,ed
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There were for too mony bui ldings ot Wotchfield for this BAS School olone, so
onother operotion wos storted to troin ex Pilots to become Flying Controllers.

Here we (virtuolly) invented (or perhops f should be more coreful ond soy
"perf ected") the Figure of Eight Control System using Morker beocons. This wos
odopted after the Wor os the bosic Control Scheme of Heothrow ond (f discov-
ered rylony yeors loter) NEW yORK. The development of Rodor Control of course,
reploced our ontiguoted systems, ond utterly destroyed the need for whot we
coffed the Rodio Beom. The moin difference wos thot the "beom" got tronsmitted
f rom the AfRCRAFT, os distinct f rom the ground.

This School became lorger os the overoll extent of f lying increased. fnto being
came the School for AIRFIELD CONTROLLERS, tho se intrepid ond long suff ering
oirmen who sot in o block ond white chequered von on the Airfield Runwoy op-
prooch qnd floshed green ond red lights to pilots to ovoid collisions ond croshes.

There were other minor operotions going on of Wotchf ield. One very covert oir-
croft - on ANSON twin engined, very old monoplone of olmost ontigue vi ntage,
wos hidden owoy in o corner of the big field, well owoy from prying eyes ond this
wos the pride ond joy of o Pilot we ve?y seldom met.
A Fl ight Lieut Bottersby ("BAT5" to us) wos the sole member of thot operotion,
ond he speciol ised in wondering off obout four oclock in the ofternoon, returning
goodness knows when, hovi ng flown oll the woy to the Eost Coqst ond then on into
the North Seo bockwords qnd forwords ot Zero f eet seorching f or (ond f inding)
Germon beoms which were 6eing used to help their Bombers f ind British torgets,
especially in the Midlonds. His informotion wos used to orgonise def encer, 

"ip"-c io l ly  n ight f  ighters.

Long after the event, he told mehe hod octuolly reporled o beom torgetting Cov-
entry - which for some reoson Air Ministry hod deliberately ignored. Yeors loter
T read thot Churchi l l  himself hod vetoed disclosing thot torget to the def ences
5ecause (ot the some time) Bletchley Pork hod reported the some torget from
messoges deciphered when the ENI6MA code hod ot lost been broken. Churchill
bel ieved thot by disclosing we KNEW the target in odvonce would indicoteto the
Germans we HAD indeed broken thot code.
5o much for Bots Bottersley ond his Anson brist l ing with oeriols ond ontennoel By
the woy, he olwqys went up ALONE ond did ol l  his consideroble omount of knob-
f iddl ing whilst f  ly ing ot twenty f eet upl
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Aere ore picfures of  o f  ew of  the "Stof f"  of  AST who looked af ter  us ond our oir-
crof  t  so wel l  f  or  so long:

'l,-qlt,

"*#

f

%

Monsel l  MORSE
Assistont Engi neering Monoger

The two gentlemen who

Ron COOPER
fn chorge of one or more of the
Service Hongors

cqref ul ly looke d af ter our Porochutes.

Pase Number:  l9



Two lodies from the Off ice who looked ofter Fl ight records.

This is the fomous (or infomous) TfM. T never did know his surnomel There is o
porogroph or two obout him loter on.



Up ond down, round ond obout we went for on hour ond o guorter, then "lr|/ould you
like a cup of tea, Sir?" Tf the onswer wos YES , we corried out Plon A - which wos
first to pul l  out the fntercom plug so the pupil  didn't  know whot wos hoppening ond
coufdn't  heor the signols, then corry out o shortened Beom opprooch circuit ,  down
ond down, down ond down with the oppropriote needle point ing to lower ond lower
heights unti l  ZERO got near. fnevitobly there wos o degree of consternotion, ond
ot leost one pupil  threotened to toke over unless the fnstructor stopped commit-
trng surcide! Zero possed ond ot minus I2A f eet, the wheels went bump ond grodu-
ol ly the oircroft come to o stondsti l l  in pitch blockness. Turn storboord 100 de-
grees, tqxi for obout o minute, switch on the heodlight ond THERE, neotly porked,
were holf a dozen Oxfords (no lights of course) outside o Nissen hut!

We got out ond ushered our high-ronk pupil into the smoke-laden glare of o porof -
f in fomp to meet, not only six Wotchfield fnstr:uctors, but six very frightened Top
Bross from Air Ministry! f t  so hoppened thot the f irst t ime I did this during thot
Course, we we?e conf ronted by ond introduced to the fnspector General himself
os cheerful os ony ob-initio fl ier who hod (witho,ut being slck) just experienced his
f irst Loop-the.loop. He hod got thereby courtesy of George Webb himself who
could hove been court-mort iol led on the spot! No doubt he would hove concocted o
story obout such londing being on emergency, but he would hove hod problems e.x-
ploining why SIX oircrof t  hod olso hod simi lor  problems ot  the some t imel For
those port iculor pupi ls i t  wos probobly the opportuni ty to recount the horr ic le
slory ln some Bor or other during f ol lowing years

"There we were, 120 feet be/ow zero, not knowing WHEQE we were going. couldn'f
see the ground old boy, no lights, and who was fhere to greet us2 The fnspecior
1eneral HI/vlSELF|



The SCHOOL OF FLyING CONTROLbecome quite lorge in comporison with 1
BA5, with sometimes 100 to 150 pupils oll leorningthe skil ls of how tokeepflying
tidy. They were olmost oll ex-pilots ond their future job would be to mon the
"Control Stotions" on RAF Airfields,being responsible for sofety ond efficiency in
the hqndling of qircroft movements.

Port of their tuition wos being ferried oround in ogeing Ansons using o sotellite
oirfied ot WANBOROUGH which hod no focilities greater thon o toilet ond teo-
moking mochine. Clossroom instruction would be exercises in novigotion, ond ony-
thing which might ossist in doing their future Control job, Meteorology, Morse
Code, signolling of every description, ond Whot to do ond Whot NOT to do in on
emergency. lv\ost pupils knew it oll onywoy from the Pilot trqining doys ond consid-
ered the Course o doddle. Courses losted obout 6 weeks. Periods in \etweenwere
used to provide stof f leove and tidy up the empty Sergeonts Mess! AST got o
f ixed f ee per copito, whotev er the results . There we?e some dozen permonent
Stoff , Lecturers ond fnstructors, with four or five oircroft ond Pilots on the go
mostly doy ond night.

Here ore o f ew of the RAF personnel ottoched to this School:

He didn't like his picture being token! Hord luckl
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Mention is constontly mode of the oircroft OXFORDS ond ANSONS.
T digress ond tell you more obout these incredible mochines.

The ANSON os on oircroft design wos oges old. Wooden, the entire structure
hoving slots covered with stretched linen fobric cooted with "dope" which mode it
guite strong ond duroble; two engines,very efficient except when you switched
f uel tonks when there wos a tendency f or one to pock up without reoson. They
were lumbering "crotes" which were very neorly impossible to crosh unless you
were o cretin pilot. Top speed obout 100 mph when everything vibroted like mod.
Duof control mostly, with focil i ty for o Wireless Operotor (ie o TABLE to write
on!) ond seots for three, or four. Squeeze ond SEVEN could cloim flying hours in
thei r Log Book!

First designed (I think) os o Light Bomber (!) they 9ot the job of being stondord
Twin-engined Flying Troining mochines from somewhen in the twenties up to
1934/5 They hod been o kind of work-horse for the RAF ond EVERy pilot (other
thon "Single-engine" types) could get inond go. Londing speed wos best obout 40
mph, but it didn't motter much. Flops of course, ond relotively good visibi l i ty.
They were STILL flying in t946 ond everybody LOVED them, moinly f rom nostol-
gio.
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I  l r . '  (  )XFORD wos designed ond mode or ig inol ly by AIRSPEED at Oxf ord under Air
Mrrrrstry speci f icot ion,  ond i t  wos q WfNNER r ight  f rom the stort .  fntended to be
f l rer stondord "Service Troiner" for Pi lots f rom qbout t934, i t  kept going unt i l  long
of ter 1946. Todoy, f don't think there is ONE leftl Not even in o Museum!

At thot  t rme, " fn i t io l  Fly ing Troining" stot ions used De Hovi lond "Tiger Moths" of
onclent design, biplones, seots in tondem ond extremely sensit ive Eosy to f  ly
however - once you knew HOWI They were reploced by Miles-mode M AGTS-
TERS, o wooden monoplone with f ixed undercorr iage, olso tondem Both Morhs
ond Mogisters were the RAF introductron to more powerf  u l  models

When Prlots in the "mult i-engined" category odvonced to "SERVTCE level, they
flew Oxf ords exclusively. They were robust mochines, mode mostly of lominoted
wood glued ond the whole covered with stretched ond doped l inen They could
toke o lot of punishment especiol ly ot wheel level,  but they did not l ike f lying ot
s iow speeds -  stol l ing eosi ly ond very v ic iously The instruct ion book stoted em-
photicolly, "ff you "sprn" durlng fhght, 6ET OUTI" When obove cloud ond no-one
wos looking , we used to spin them deliberotely, ond they were not holf  os bod os
rnoCe out Mind you,we took remediol  oct ion fo i r ly soon, not woi t rng long before
"fJose DCWN and OPPOSITE pUDDEp(l



furn LEFT ond skim the woter BELOW cloud level, often f i f ty f  eet or less , keep-
rng in the middle of  the streom due South unt i l  suddenly i t  veered horcj  r ight .
Stop turning, stoy on your composs 180 degrees, c l imb to t3O f  eet  into the c loud,
count ten ond then close the engines ond drop down to the green green gross of
Wotchfield where everyone wos screoming blue murder of Len fnnesley to get the
wretched beom going ogoin!  Mind you, i t  wos something you PRACTfCED on o nice
doy when the sun wos out ond nobody senior lookingl

The vi l lage of Wotchf ield i tself  seemed to us to be, no more thon a f ew cottoges,
o Church pub, ond o lorgish house. SHRIVENHAM wos the REAL oddress,  wth ol l
the mod coms of  shops, including o host of  to i lors ,  o f  ew pubs, o Church Hol l ,  ond o
Roilwoy Stotionl Although we hod occosionol Church Porodes ot Wotchf ield, i t
wos olwoys the Vicor of Shrivenhom who off icioted. He wos o tol l ,  olmost oged
mon ,  very "pont i f  icol"  os one of  our pi lots soid of  h im. We nick-nqmed him DR AC-
ULA, Most unfoir ly, but young people alwoys do (ond DID) poke fun ot outhority.
A number of  RAF people ?egulor ly ot tended services of  Wotchf ie ld Church. At
the t ime, f  wos rother surpr ised of  th is,  to hove men who were " f  ight ing o wor"
ottending o church , i t  seemed out of context in o place where the clergy,nan wcs
urging por ishioners to be kind to one onother l

The pub wos used consaderobly by NCO pupi ls,  not  so much by Off icers.Stof f  os
such "kept owoy",  f  suppose they hod o reoson? They went o mi le or so "out"  to
the pubs in Highworth ond vi l loges beyond. Beer wos of  course "rot ioned" by ovoi l -
obi l i ty ,  ond to heor thot  borrels hod orr ived ot  the pub hol fwoy up the rood to
For ingdon, meont on exodus thot night of  o moss of  f ly ing crew who gui te regu-
lor ly f  in ished up in the r tver wi th ol l  their  c lothes onl  Al l  h igh spir i ts ond no mol-
ice' -  they were young men whose l ives were honging in o bolonce. Remember thqt
these BAS pupi ls were f rom Sguodrons oct ively involved in "operot ions" ond mony
indeed hod the fomil ior "twitch" recognised by everyone with experience.

On the For ingdon Rood, octuol ly on the Beam " l ine".nto the f ie la,  wos o sort  of
"double cottoge" converted into a CAFE. ft  wos populor with the R AF personnel
but not others-oircroft possed noisi ly overhead of precisely 100 feet every few
minutes.  No wonder the Propr ietors moved elsewhere to s leep ond f  inol ly gove up
in despoir ,  probobly wi th impoi red heor ingl

Wing Common der Jenkins ond Mrs J hod moved into Wotchf ie ld House ot  the ouf-
breok of  Wor.  I t  wos only o hundred yords or so f rom the moi n gate (on the l i t t le
lone which went f  rom the moin For ingdon Rood, olmost opposi te the OCTU ot
Shr ivenhom, to Highworth.



f ncidentolly you COULD "Barre/-ro//" them, but they wouldn't "Loop '1 Do too-tight
o turn ot speed ond one wing would stoll violently. Very frightening. When you hod
learned how; you could f ly them very occurotely indeed, but it took time.

Usuolly o Pi lot spent t4O hours f lying t ime to become prof icient ond get his
"Wings". He then wos "chonnelled" into o port iculor l ine, Fighters, Bombers, etc.
Then on to on OTU (Operationol Troining Unit) where he wos introduced to
mochines of reol wor. And f inol ly to o Sguodron using one of the mony types of
oircrqft ovqiloble. He "served his time" and wos tronsferred to o less-hozordous
post ot the end of six months or a determined number of missions. ft is fsct thot
on on sverage, the lif e of on RAF Combot Pilot wos os litt le as 250 hours. This is
not o helpful stotistic becouse the period o fighter oircroft wos oirborne might
hove been o motter of minutes, ond o Coostol Command Surveillonce plone severol
hours.

Experienced combot Pilots who hod "rettred" os such , were used to support Troin-
ing Comrnond. fnstructors of ALL troining levels we?e categorised after o visit to
o Troining School. Their "University" wos CRANWELL. (CFS - Centrol Flying
Schoo l ) .
Wotchf ield become recognised os the "Beom Approoch" Centrol Flying School.

At their own Flying schools, fnstructors operated within o kind of "groded" sys-
tem (A to C or D). "Top" fnstructors were clossif ied "Q" (QUALIFIED) ond only
THEy could send o Pupil  Pi lot solo ot night There olwoys HAD to be o Q fnstruc-
tor in chorge when flying wos undertoken. At Wotchf ield, virtuolly every BAs
Flying fnstructor wos on A or Q Pilot.

Evdry RAF stotion hod of leost one Oxford, rnostly used os toxi, They were put to
olmost every use imoginoble, Pilot ond Novigotor troining , Gunnery, Toxi-work,
\Neather tests, ond running everyday emonds. Pilots LOVED theml

It might be worth mentioning here thot there wos never o concrete runwoy ot
Wotchf ield. It wos ALL gross, ond during the winter, large ports of the field
were unusoble due to mud ond pools of woter. f t  wos ol l  token in str ide. f f  you
couldn't  see, you went through the lot ond hong the conseguences. Otherwise you
steered your woy ski l ful ly or otherwise oround the puddles. About 1942, o kind of
wire mesh mott ing wos instol led olong the most used middle str ip, whi ch reduced
the r isk of gett ing stuck ond overturning, but by ond large, i t  wos ol l  o motter of
choosing o f  i rm potch to lond
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Remember thot  as for  os the Beom Students were concerned, mony orrcrof t  d id
not physicol ly " lond" sf te? c i rcui ts- they s imply " touched down" ond did the whole
exercise ogoin, becouse the most importont port wos thot lost 600 feet down to
zero. The most dongerous bit of oll wos coming down the lost 1OO feetl A nor-
row "beom" existed between two morker beocons , one (the INNER morker) just

, '€ost of  the moin Shrivenhom/Foringdon Rood qnd the other ( the OUTER

f' fUnRKER) o mi le fur ther olong T he beom qt which point  the oircrof t  should hove
een monoevered to 600 f eet Correct progress downwords wos ochi eved 5y l is-

'tening to dots ond doshes either side of the "steody-note" beom ond o very very
concentroted ottention to oirspeed, engine speed ond whot-hove-you. All very
complicoted, but i t  worked-providing the Pi lot wos wos ski l led enough to moke i t
sol

Whot the locol pepole must hove suff ered, f  con only imogine. To my knowledge,
for FOUR yeors there wos CONSTANT flying up ond down this norrow oeriol
"roy" f  or up to 23 hours o doy There were of course, intervols when Courses
chonged over, but bod weother gave no rel ief ,  in foct, the worse the weather, the
MORE the f nstructors themselves wonted to f  ly! Port iculorly i f  there hoppened
to be fogl f t  wos the deorest wish of EVERy stoff pi lot to hove f lown success-
ful ly ond sofely when LITERALLy, even birds were not oirborne! This is quite
true, olmost unbel ievoble,  but  we DID toke of f  ,  we Df D lqnd when you could no;
see the ground oheod , There is olwoys SOME visibi l i ty, even in the thickest f  og,
moybe ten feet, but of 70 miles on hour, coming down of on angle, hoping to hit
the gross ond not o building, it didn't motter whether it wos ten f eet or fiftyl

At night,  very seldom were " l ights" l i t  The "Flore-poth",  used ONLy by the AN-
SON boys of the FLYfNG SCHOOL, wos o ser ies of some ten"Goose-neck" i lares,
eoch o kind of "Wotering-con" f i l led with poroff in ond a piece of rag sticking out
of the spout. When olight it hod o f lome of obout o foot high which spluttered oncj
bl inked in the wind.
Later, on odded sofety feature got used by the ATRFIELD CONTROL SCHOOL,
o truck wi th o lorge f  loodl ight  which shone "up" the londing str ip to ossist  lcnding
ond toke of  f  .  When f  og wos obout,  o l l  th is l ight ing oid wos superf  luous, you
could n't  see onything onywoy!

Off iciol ly, our own Flying Control ler in the "Tower" wos supposed to be looking of-
ter us. Incidentol ly THEIR rqdio col l-sign wos "OSTRf CH" ond we were supposed
to use in reply the word "DUCKLIN6", but os soid, there were no rodios for uni-
versol use in the eorly doys, but we did get a few loter in the Wor "Control" of
oircrof t  in ond out wos done olmost olwoys by s imple observotron ond colculot ion.
You HAD to be in o certoin posi t ion of  o certain height of  o certoin t ime. Knowing
the circuit  ond procedures l ike the bock of their hond , everybody " f  i t ted in". Tf
you didn' t  somebody wos l ikely to die-ond i t  COULD be you, so do i t  ABSO-
LUTELY RI6HT ALWAYSI



Tn 1999 f went (os o nostolgic "6oodbye") to the spot where f knew the Main Gate
originofly stood qnd THERE f found o smoll  concrete potch olmost overgrown ond
now port of o hedge.
i t  isALL thot is left  of RnF Wotchfield - the octuol ploce where our Sentry Box
stood, monned by a Corporol wth Rif le ond f ixed boyonet, doy ond night for six
yeors f could f ind obsolutely NOTHING else, not o troce of ony of the bui ldings,
no legocy for locols to treqsure. Nothing, nothing, nothing ft  wos i f  i t  hod never
exist edl

The ploce wos not there in 1938, i t  wos born,  grew up, did i ts duty,  p loying on im-
portont port in the Wor eff ort,  ond then died. Ashes to oshes? ft  would be nice
if  someone locol ly put up o l i t t le sign or stone morking the spot where lots of peo-
ple "dtd their bitl" Thot remoining potch of crumbling concrete would be ideol!

Afterwords, we olf  went our vorious woys in 1946 ond thereobouts, the RAF con-
tinued to use the f ocilit ies ond in due course the Red Berets "took it over" os o
kind of heodquorters. Finol ly of course os everybody knows,the oreo wos left
empty ond used for ol l  sorts of purposes, including Rock Festivolsl The Control
Tower wos obout the lost thing to disoppeor. f  thought "How sad/" THAT could
hove been o morvel lous centre for something l ike o Wotchfield Museum

However, i t  went possibly encouraged by o pol i t icol ly correct pol i t ic ion ond in i ts
ploce there is now o sprowling fndustr iol Estqte. f  bet f  ew people worki ng there
todoy know whot went on fifty odd yeors ogo. Troffic rushes by on o rnossive
highwoy ot foster speeds even thon the Oxfords ond Ansons which once once
chugged olong trying to get oirborne, f con imogine whot the ghosts of our post
must be thinking, but change is progress they soy.

How ond Why the "Red Berets" come to hove on HQ of Wotchfield is interes't ing.

One doy, we were told "the Army" wos orr iving ond would occupy not only ALL the
vocont occommodotion, but o moss of tentage around ond in between. They would
be here f or only a week or so. f t  wos ol l  terr ibly SECRET ond no-one wos to soy o
word obout ANyTHING to ANYBODy. We pi lots (who hod been wotching The
bui ld up of  g l iders ond tronsport  o i rcrof t  ot  the "new" Air f ie lds of  FAIRFORD,
DOWN AMPNEY, ond ol l  f ie lds neorby big ond f lot  enough) guessed ot  once we
werebeing involved in the logist ics of  on oirborneinvosaon somewhere.Tn every ol-
ternatef ield,therewere the remoins of o croshed gl ider, HORS A,HWA etc
etc and in ond out of Foirford bi9 oircraf t  were proctrcing toki ng off with gl iders
in tow. /
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Several doors rmmediotely opened ond out jumped ( i t  seem ed) ever so mony men in
uni forrn- Most of  them ( l i terol ly)  knel t  down ond kissed the sodden eorth.  They
sow me wolking towords them ond suddenly f  wos pushed to the ground by screom-
ing, exci ted USA Airmen groteful  to be st i l l  o l ivel  fn due course, ql l  sorts of
Wotchfield personnel orr ived, including Squodron Leader Webb . He morsholled
them ol l  bock to our Crew Room where the Wotchf ield " lod ies" mode teo.

Eleven verY frightened men, some crying, simply could not stop thonking us f or
soving their l ives. They hod left North Africq severol hours before, couldn't see
the ground or moke rodio contoct, ond got obsolutely lost Thei r petrol wos obout
to run out, so the pi lot decided to drop stroight down through the cloud ond hope
f or the best. Just os they were expecting oblivion, on English voi ce came over the
Rodio, oskang i f  they wonted help (there wos o speciol 5OS frequency which could
so be used). HE then "tolked" the pi lot ol l  the woy round o wide circuit  ot o sofe
height ,  got o wireless f ix on them ond l i terol ly conve rted their ponic to sonit y by
telf ing the pi lot whot direct ions to steer, how much height to lose ond when, fol-
low the londing cockpi t  dr i l l  ond f  inol ly when to switch of f  ond jom on rhe brokes.

He hod personolly soved ALL of their l ives There wos not the sl ightest doubt
obout thotl His nome wos GEO?.GE WEBB, Sguodron Leader AFCqnd Bor He hod
6een o Pre-wor Fighter Pilot in the RAF, long experienced ond os colm o mon in on
emergency os ever f hove met. Fote hod decreed thot thot crew would wonder di-
rectly over Wotchfiefd of thot precise moment. Seconds bef ore certoin deoth
they met George.

He hod been in his Off ice in the Control Tower when he heard the no ise of en-
gines, ond ( l ike me) KNEW there wos something wrong. He rushed upstoirs,
switched on the wide f requency button of the M'ATDEZ" system where the vol-
ume of the tronsmission is heord by everyone within o mi le or so, ond osked ( f  con
olmost heor him soying it todoy) "Are you in troub/e, can r he/p2,

Now ol l  thot  is  you must odmit ,  qui te o story,  but  l is ten.  Do you know whot hrs goo
had been just bef ore the Wor when he wos serving os on fnstructor of AST Hom-
ble, neor Southompton? Teoching Airf ield Controf lers HOW to "tolk down,,
oircroft in distness! HE f lew the oircrqft supposedly in trouble ond THEy hod to
f ind him with o wireless DIRECTf ON FINDING loop aerial,  tel l  him whor ro do
ond get him saf ely onto the ground, or else they FAILED I He of course mode
their  l ives os di f f icul t  os possible by turni  ng the wrong woy ond showing signs of
ponic-they hod to correct his mistokes ond reossure him thot o sofe lcnding wos
oheod
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He (being the methodicol, coreful ond for-sighted mon he wos) hod personolly in-
stqfled exoctly the some emergency system ot Wotchfield with the hel p of o Mr
f nnersley, the resident rodio boff in, ond occosionolly we pilots played with it jusr
in cose our Beom foiled ond WE hod to trust o Flyi ng Controller's obility.

f ossure you the pressure on the Operator wos incredible - one mistoke ond the
oircroft wos lost - no chonce of a second try,they either 9ot down sof ely or were
deod. George dad it olone, of o moment's notice, most ef f iciently, ond twe lve men
l ived

He wos probobly the most guiet ond self effocing Pilot T ever hove known, ond to
me o reol hero. There wos once in the Mess (where some hundred boisterous pupil
pilots were celebrating the End of o Course ond getting o bit inebrioted) o loud
voice shouted "r'm the best pilot in the squadron?"

George wos sifting of whot might be called the "top toble" ond toleronf of whot
wos going on becouse he understood the tension ond pressures they were experi-
encing. He stood ,P,ond suddenly there wos deod silence. Everyone knew HE wos
the CO (FLyIN6) ond they expected o rocket.

He woited; then soid: " NO yOU ARE NOT! I AM THE BEST PILOT IN THE
SQUADRON! BECEUSE I HAVE LIVED THE LON6EST!" ond sot down. We oII
felt chqstened. 5o right he wos. The best pilot wos indeed he who survived, ond
those words helped ME ond mony others to cope with our f lying lives.
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Just to f inish this on o l ighter note - the Americon crew stoyed the nrght ond
next doy emptied their oircroft of hundreds upon hundreds of oranges, bononos,
of  l  sorts of  th ings which were so welcome to us neqr-storvtng Brr ts -  chocolote,
condy, cokes ond sweets of every descript ion. f t  got shored out, including severol
big porcels to DRACULA.

They left  our oirf ield surfoce completely unserviceoble f or doys, with o couple of
mossive ruts blocking the londing str ip but there i t  wos, on incident in the l i f  e of
RAF Wotchf ield which hod been, unti l  now h utterly f  orgotten. Keep this
book, ond one doy perhops on Americon col ler wi l l  osk of the Librory ond mention
he or she hod o grondf ather who once sofely londed somewhere round here in o
dire emergency, thonks to the skill of o clever Englishmon, ond hod it not been for
HIM , well ,  you never know, do youl

On everybody's beholf , f  poy tr ibute to George, not only for THfS episode, but
for o l i fe during which he wos o reol gentlemon, unself ish, kind ond without on un-
kind word for onyone, ever. He wos the best pi lot T ever knew whotever the age
ond every fnstructor ot RAF Wotchfield knew it too.

George ottended with Mrs Webb every Post Wor Reunion ot "The Bell" in Foring-
don for forty yeors ond his Log Book when he f inol ly gove up his goggles (he f lew
Helicopters for yeors ond yeors ofter 1946) showed neorly 15000 hours flying.

Yes, he wos oworded on AIR FORCE CRO55 TWICE - the highest oword the
RAF os o Servi ce con give f or exceptionol non-operotional duties, but I  think he
should hove 6een recognised in o wider sense. At leost o knighthood! Thonks 5ir
Georget

These Re-union of fo i?s were olwoys held ot  The Bel l  in For ingdon on the night of
the f irst Soturdoy in September. Forty yeors on they stopped becouse we ol l  f  el t
we would l ike to remember fr iends not os they ARE but os they WERE. Surviving
Pilot fnstructors of L BAS RAF Wotchf ield were now old old men. I t  hod to be
put in context - those doys hod become HISTORyI 5o we soid GOODByE to one
onother ond ported our several woys.

The Bel l  incidentol ly hod been "bought"  ( f  th ink "bought"  is  the r ight  word) by
Group Coptoin BARTON of AST Homble either during the Wor or lust afterwaros
A f ew yeors loter, o Mr W Sticklond took his ploce. "Sticky" wos the Tronsport
Off icer f  or  AST ot  Wotchf ie ld,  dur ing the whole per iod of  the Wor,  previously in
the Motor Trode ot Southompton. Whalst ot Wotchf ield he morried o Mrs Cooper
ond she " took over" The Bel l  when he died. fmmediotely af ter  the Wor,  St icky
ocguired ond developed EAGLE cooches on the outskirts of Fqringdon. They were
both very f ine people ond much l iked ot RAF Wotchf ield



Thrs ts George with the stot ion commonder,  wing commonder Jenki  ns,  AFC

(in on unusuol ly " f r iskY" mood



Amongst the "Civ i l ion" stof f  of  RAF Wotchf ie ld,  there were severol  ourstonding
chorocters.  The Chief  Engineer f  or  exomple -  f  th ink his nome wos Andrews. We
kept in touch for mony years af ter  he come to l ive wi th his lovely wi f  e o ' f  Aedge
End near Southompton. A kind mon who hod on of f  in i ty to birds They would
( l i terol ly)  toke crumbs from his mouth whi lst  perching on his l ips!

His top Assistont wos Monsel l  Morse. He olso hod o morvel lous wi f  e,  ond ofrer '
the Wor they took over o pub on the moin rood out north of Foringdon, cal led I
6el teve the "Bqker 's fnn" or s imi lor .  He wos on incredibly good ol l - round sports-
mon , especiolly ot footboll ond ployed f or the W ATCHFIELD teom.

This wos orgonised by me ond our Physicol Troining fnstructor FRED HERBERT,
who served ot RAF from eorly l94O to Jonuory 1946 qnd wos promoted from Cor-
porol  to Fl ight  Sergeant in ol l  those years.  An obsolutely dedicoted chop, enthusi-
ost ic obout everything, wi l l ing ond so loyol .  Should hove been commissioned, bui
RAF Wotchfield hod no such "estobl ishment" ond they thought he wos too good to
be post ed elsewherel

This is Fl ight Sergeant Fred Herbei ' t ,
( lef t )  on RAF Pol icemon's whose nome I
regretfully f orget, ond Flight SergeonI
Hitchens who f or several years monoged
the Adgutonts Off ice
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Moy f tolk in o more serious foshion for a short while? ft  wos direct ly over
Wotchf ield thot f  sow the most fontostic demonstrot ion of the terr i f  ic oower
of noture ond i t  wi l l  remoin to my dying doy.

To digress o bit - to me there hod hoppened, early in my flying doys , several
events which were exceedingly dongerous. f t  is irrelevont whqt they were, but
in eoch cose there were short seconds during which certoin deoth stored me in
the f oce. f  KNEW there wos obsolutely nothing f could do to ovoid i t ,  thot i t
hodn't  6een MY foult ,  i t  wos just ploin bloody hord luck f hoppened to De there
ot thot t ime in those circumstqnces There wos only one thing to do,soy "Ah
W elll And Goodbye to lif el

Obviously I  subseguently londed saf e ond to a degree sound. For months ofter
the f irst,  f  couldn't  sleep, hod dreodful hol lucinotions, nightmores , etc etc.
After the second, it wosn't so bod, but f wos constontly being reminded of the
f rogility of o f lyi ng lif e.
Then the third, probobly the worst. Tirne stood st i l l ,  ond f hod ( i t  seemed) o long
conversotion with the Angel of Deoth. We tolked obout rel igion ond the after-
l t fe, VVHy it  hod got to be ME, ond did deoth i tself  hurt much? Finofly, she (Yesl
ft wos o SHEl) smiled ond whispered, "DEATH, like a// things rn LfFE is a matter
of CHANCEI ft's not YOUR time yet to die, not for a long trme yetl"ond von-
ished.

From thot moment on, f lost ol l feor. Nothing at ol l seemed to so dongerous os to
oe ovoided. There were o couple of subsequent ond recognisoble "neor misses".
Eoch treated very cosuolly.

Bock to this event over Wotchfield.
f t  wos o Summer ofternoon, blue sky, worm ond
or f ive miles owoy, olong the beom, wth 6ROVE
deod oheod

relaxing. We were f lying three
on our r ight ,  ie wi th Wotchf ie ld

f suddenly become owore of o dense block cloud on the hori zon. Lrterol ly o kind
of dork blonket, stretching from ground to the heovens I hod never seen ony-
thing l ike i t  bef  ore ond could not imogine whot i t  might be f t  wos opprooching
the Airf  ield exoctly opposite to me.
f "took over" the controls, ond kept going, intending to lond ond woit for the
storm to poss over. ft wos now clearly an electricol storm, with lightni ng floshes
l ike trees in o block forest. Over Longcot ot obout 100 f eet up, f  real ised i t



would 6e f olly to try ond lond - why not turn round ond 9o elsewhere? But before
thot, let 's hove o closer look of this phenomenon!

f turned left  ond f lew ocross the vi l loge ond round bock ogoin, obout twce the
height of  Shr ivenhom Church. The odvoncing blqck "wol l "  wos approoching ot  o
terr i f ic speed ond turbulence wos becomi ng severe. So f turned r ight, circled
the OCTU ond hoving decided thot discretion wos better for thon volour headed

.^. qf_r !{owoy u + of obout 100 mph. The block cloud wos trqvel l ing os fost os f wos! I
could now see fNTO the dorkness behind ond somehow FEEL the suct ion pul l ing
me fN. It hod oll become o terrible emergency, somehow f HAD to escape the
enveloping night I t  WAS night behind me, sheer blockness, ond the sun shone
oheod with o blue sky ond invit ing colm.

I opened full throttle, broke the emergency wires to get increosed power, ond
keeping clommy f ingers crossed, monoged to get owoy. Where to go? f deci ded
Brlze Norton, i t  being near ond o very big ploce with long runwoys. Minutes loter f
orr ived ond crossed their Control oreo obout 500 f eet, seeing the windsock ot
r ight  ongles which meont o ground wind of  of  leost  8O or 90 mph A "spl i t -oss
turn" (f  orgive the longuoge) ond down os fost os humonly possible. As f possed
the windsock, i t  wos going ROUND ond RoUND hor izontol ly!

As we touched the ground, everythingwent block, yes BLACKI On o flne summer's
doy. The dorkness octuol ly possed us os we moved olong ond l ightni ng f loshed
either side. f t  took over two thousond yords for our l i t t le Oxf ord to come to o
hol t ,  nose in o pototo{ potch. We swrtched of f  ond woited. There wos nothing else
we COULD dol  The roin fe l l  l ike sheets of  water, l ightning every second or so.
Block os pitch ond the wind buff et ing so much we thought we'd turn overl

IT took nearly two hours for their Seorch porty to f ind us They hod of course
seen us touch down ond then disopp eor.
ell telephones were deod. fn the end we monoged to poss on news of our sof e
londing. THREE other Wotchfield oircroft hod olso diverted ond were scottered
oll  over the Vole Two doys loter, i t  wos OK to f ly bock, ond we sow utter devosto-
t ion; cottages with roofs off,  f loods, burned out hoystocks At the Airf ield, holf
a dozen oircroft ot leost were upside down qnd ol l  f ly ing hod been obondoned

We f lew over the v i l loge ond f  soid to mysel f  , , f  for  no other reoson f  remember
Wotchf ield, i t  wi l l  be becouse HERE T experienced my one ond only contoct wit ir  o
real l ive LINESTORM, o weother condit ion unheord of in this country.



There WAS indeed o bump, but no more thon on ordinory londing bumpl f  shoutec
"Abandon Atrcraft" and doors flew off ofter pulling the emergency cords. Wimpy
hoppened to 6e neorest ond wos the first to jump out, - dropping TWO f eet in-
steod of  f ive.  f  con st i l l  heor his ploint ive shr iek os feet  met the ground, "Chr ist ! ,
We're on o BEACHI" f  hod intended to "ditch" porol lel to the woves obout ten
f  eet "out"  ( the recommended procedure ln such circumstonces) but the t ide wos
OUT ond the sond wos mo., 'e " level"  thon Wotchf ie ld i tsel f  I

There wos onother occosion when Wimpy got chorged with olleged rope of o Woof
ond f f lew him to South Cerney f or the Court mort iol .  He wos ocguitted olmost
6ef ore the cose storted. On the woy there, f looked oround, ond there he wos,
trying to get the door open whilst we were in f l ight over Swindon. f  honded over
the controls to my pupi l ,  crowled bock to where he wos stonding, ond soid "What 's
on mate.2" He told mehe wonted to lump outl  A fogloter, ond af ew kind words
chonged his mind, ond the incident wos never mentioned again, unti l  now. Smoking
in on oircorf tZ Whot WOULD Air  Ministry soy?

Wimpy did o grond 1ob reol ly ond f om obsolutely sure, did not deserve the treot-
ment he got. He wos demobbed to PLyMPTON, neor Plymouth in 1946. Mony t imes
during the lost f i f ty odd yeors hove I hod the urge to f  ind him, shoke his hond
ond tolk of  o ld t imes. But f  never did get round to i t  in the end

Probobly the WORST pupil  ot Wotchfield (when i t  come to fnstrument Flying) wos
o certoin Fl ight Lieutenont C P N BISHOP, some ten to f i f teen yeqrs older thon
me He wos o Senior Elementory School Flying fnstructor somewhere ond hod
Seen ol locoted to me f  or  speciol  ot tent ion.  Whot I  d id NOT know ot the t ime wos
thot he wos on obsolutely wizord single-engine stunt pi lot.  Whot he could do with
a Tiger Moth f  or  example wos incredible.  Af ter  the Wor,  he set up o Club of
"Clergymen" pilots who for severol years omozed ordinory people with thei r flying
tr icks,  formot ion f ly ing ond mossive expert ise.  He col led himsel f  ,  of  course, THE
BISHOP. There were in oddi t ion,  THE ARCHBISHOP, THE VTCAR, THE CANON,
ond o f  ew more too. fncidentol ly,  h is peace-t ime 1ob wos o Bonk Clerk in LonCon!

Anywoy, f  hod no ideo of  h is t remendous obi l i ty  ot  the t ime. He hod obsolutely
NO idea of  how to f ly  wi thout looking out!  He simply would NOT do whot he wos
told by his instruments, ond l i terol ly "Panicbd in bod weother. f t  wosn't  too bod
stroight ond level ,  but  obsolute ogony to s i t  beside him on the woy down. There is
no shome in this, he f lew "by fhe seat of his pants"and wos incredibly successful
ot  th is,  but  i t  wos lethol  ot  t imes of  l imi ted v is ib i l i ty  He f  a i led the Course ond
(strongely indeed) wos granted permission to do i t  ol l  ogoin To me it  wos o spe-
ciol chal lenge, so I spent a great deol of t ime indeed on "LINK" troining (f l ight
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simulot ion on o ground mochine) ond .1ust s i t t  ing in the cockpi t  wi th him und er a
hood ond me pretending we were rn trouble

One doy, with o cloud bose of obout 75 f eet, ,efter o doubl e dose of Course in-
struct ion,  f  thought he wos ready to do i t  h imsel f  ,  wi thout ony help f  rom me.
rncidentol ly,  pupi ls never f lew "solo" on the beqm ,  therewos no point  in toking
such r isk. At the end of the Course, the fnstructor merely mode up his mind
whether or not thot pi lot could achieveo good result when the t ime come, ond os-
sessed o "mork of probobil i ty" thot he would get down saf ely
Tf the weather wos suitqble, this "f  inol test" wos lon ding in the bod weo ther EN-TTRELy without help of ony kind from the rnstructor si t ta ng alongside

He did three "oPProoches" ond of the lost minute mode o compl ete cock-up of
each r knew perfectly well it wos oll physchologicol ond decidledto toke o risk
All  so bigheoded ond stupid. As o lost resort,  on his fourth effort,  os we possedthe outer Morker, T got uP from my "duol" seot ,  crawled bockwords on to rhe
moin sPor, soying "Right Bishl rt 's ol l  yoursl Do i t  prope r ly or you' l l  k ' l l  yaurself
ond me tool"

He londed saf ely, cockohoop, ond from then on wos oK. rt  wosn't  me beingbrove,
only me being bigheoded. Mind you, r knew perf ectly well thot, lust bef ore wecroshed, r coufd lean forword , grab the controls ond with o lr t t le tweak. sove oursouls Thot wos whot I  thoughtl
Thank you Bish for feachrng me a salutary /essonl r never did such a thing agoin.
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Fl ight Lieut c P N BrsHop, stunt pi lot extroord inaire



An RAF "Member of  Stof f"  who MUST 9o down in poster i ty os the mosT hoteci
mon ot  Wotchf ie ld wos rhe Stot ion Worront Off icer-  "" \A/ impy" BLyTH A smol l -
ish mon, rother pompous qnd ful l  of  hrs own importonce wos responsible for  Sto-
t ion discipl ine os regqrds NCO's ond Arrmen. The foct  wqs thot the totol  comple-
ment of those "permonently" qttoched wos no more thon o dozen or so. but of
course, he wos olso responsible olso for  the behoviour of  ALL RAF non-Of f icer
personnel ,  which rnclu ded the Pupi ls ond f  nstructors of  the severol  Schools.

These were 99 percent Pi lots ond long-serving of that, with ol l  the bod hobits of
such cotegories. They dressed in their own port iculor voriot ions of uniform, bosi-
col ly bott ledress blue, but wi th unpol ished buttons, di r ty f ly ing boots,  scorves of
glorious hue, f lying helmets , beaver-fur coots, sun spectocles ond a definite over-
s ion to being told whot or whot not to do by o pr im ond of ten strut t ing WO with-
out on identi f ioble fother

Sodly, ond guite undeservedly, they mode his l i f  e purgotoryl They real ly did on
occosions behqve obominobly, But he in turrr olmost del iberotely, invited retol io-
t ion.  How mony t imes he hod condoms ( f i l led wi th woter)  hung on his bi l let  door
hondle,T don' t  know, but severol  t imes ,  we Fl ight  Commonders were osked to in-
v i te these erront NCO's to stop being chi ld ish ond help him enf orce rules

f personolly hod guite o lot to do with W.O BLyTH , one woy ond onother, becouse
of the mony extraneous duties f wos involved in. Being so regulorly the "Duty Of -
f icer" of night, he ond f often did "rounds" together ond f found him o rother sod
mon who bosicol ly didn' t  l ike his Job f  reol ised he wos very " lonely" ond theref  ore
tr ied in my smoll  woy to ol leviate the stress he doy-long endured. When he loined
the RAF he hod wqnted to be o Pi lot  ond his oppl icot ion hod been refused Quite
of ten f  took him f  ly ing,  ond occosionol ly he f lew os "second pi lot" .  Without the
"Stotion WO" tag he wos a very nice individuol, ond good compony.

He wos "on boord" my Anson one dork night when we hod o bottery fo i lure ond o
storboord engine cut-out. The wretched overlooded old oircrof t  wouldn't  mointoin
herght on the port  engine olone, ond perf  orce,  I  hod to lond on the seoshor e at
SELSEy. I t  wos o bi t  hoir-rois ing,  1om, no moon, no rodio,  no beom, no nothing,
only o monuol composs ond "bubble ond sgueok" indicotor (two smoll  curved tubes
on the doshboord , f i l led with oi l  ond o f looting bubble from which you could leorn
whether you were nose-down, sidewoys-down or upside down!) Anywoy,we londed
saf ely, wheels up, with no more thon o couple of busted propellor blodes

I hod decided NOT to use porochutes becouse o guick look round told me there
were THREE possengers WfTHOUT them ond f didn't  wont to oct l ike Godl
"Wimpy" wos one of  them. They ol l  sot  in rgnoronce of  my problems,bel ieving we
were on the woy home ond the next "bump" would be Wotchf reld ond o hot cup of
cocoo



Yeqrs loter, f reoched the ronk of Flight Lieutenont ond for obsolutely no reoson
f con think of , (certoinly for no qct of brovery or special eff ort), f wos oworded
the ArR FORCE CRO55 in 1944..

No combot decorotions could be owo rdedto Instructors, Troini ng Commqnd betng
non-operqtionol. Some of us did secretly ond very much ogoinst orders, tqke port
in o f ew operotions, porticulorly out of Abingdon using Wellingtons, ond occosion-
olly Holifox bombers in the copccity of second pilots. The officiol ottitude (ond
of course absolutely right) wos thot it hod cost the RAF mony mony thousqnds of
pounds to bring us to the stoge of skill reguired to do the job here, ond it wos ut-
terly stupid to risk loss for the tronsient excitement of o sortie in Germony. 5o
we occepted the routine ond wished it were diff erent.

Of thepeople who shored life os o Pilot fnstructor with me ot RAF Wotchfield,T
con truthfully soy they were grond. There wos great comorodie ond utter trust.
The fqct wos, olthough it wos never put into words, eoch owed his life to the oth-
ers'skill ond discipline. Most of the time it didn't mqtter becouse we could SEE
whot wos going on ond could ovoid potentiolly disostrous situotions. Sometimes we
deliberctely ollowed neor misses ond encourcged dongerous situotions to devefop
simpfy to f ind out how the othe? person r@cted.

We practiced formotion f lying with inches, yes inches only between the wing tips,
we didn't bother to toke ovoiding oction where two oircroft met heod on in o nqr-
row port of the beom, providing we KNEW he hod seen US qnd thqt HE knew WE
hod seen HfM. So close at time, you could hove soid Hollo ond he would hove
heord you whilst possing ot o combined speed of ?50 mph. DoftZ OF course it
wos doft, but when it.come to the reql emergency, there wos no ponic, it hod oll
hoppened 6ef ore, remember?

f recof l "meet ing" Worron t Officer lkcGeogh heod on of 1OOO f eet in the middle
of o cloud one summer's dqy, He didn't see llE, even though our wingtips ove?-
lapped by obout o foot with only afew inches verticolly between. He hod mistoken
his instructions ond hod beenflying up ond down the beom for on hour ond o bit ot
this height. 5o hod f! HE wos supposed to have been at 2?5Of eet.
He wos distrought ond olmost in teors when I told him.' f om sure thot never
afterwords did he moke o similar mistake. Thot wos on incident f KNEW obout.
How mony others happened with us both in ignoronce f connot imogine! Todoy, pi-
fots hove to moke written reports of "neor misses" of 5000 feet up down ond
sidewoys!



Another member of the footboll teom wos Ron Cooper Monoger in charge of one
of the Service Hongors, q toll, rother ganglyyoung mon with the courogeof o lion,
whom everybody odmired for his determinotion ond skill. : i,:" .

This wos "WATCHHIELD" Footboll teom, including both RAF ond CfWLIAN per-
sonnel.
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The two men in the Porochute Room were personoli t ies too. They str i  pped
checked ond rebui l t  porochutes doy in ond out. Whenever a porochute wos due to
be so dismontled, they would osk us to send olong o Pupil  to pul l  the r ipcord-thus
giving them confidence thot should THEy ever need to do the some thing in on
emergency, it would work!
The Wireless ond rodio buff wos Len fNNERSLEY, o very gifted guiet mon obso-
lutely dedicoted to his work, often spending nights trying to solve some problem
with on qircroft 's wir ing or beom reception. He wos probobly the leoding UK ex-
pert in the field of 5BA Tronsmitters.

He hod on RAF Airmon-ossistont colled Mortin who had been o professionol Pho-
togropher. We got "f riendly" ond (toking over o disused billet) created o dork-
room, complete with Army Blockout- bfonkets. He tought me ol l  obout Block ond
White Processing of both fi lms ond Prints. After the Wor, f took up Victorion
PhofogroPhy os o hobby ond become o bit of on expert on moking prints f rom
Mogic Lontern sl ides. Al l  thonks to Hrs kindness ond help.
ft wos due to him thot f hove so mony pictures of RAF Wotchf ield, mqny of which
ore in this booklet.
Len fnnersley l ived of Thornhi l l ,  Southompton ond we shored on occosionol night
out together. Sodly he died obout aYear ofter peoce.

,$ii

These folk were ol l  conc erned with Administrot ion within the Flying section.



Leodi ng Aircroftsmon SALT.
ever so mony things f or ever
"5olt of the eorthl"

Off iciol ly he wos George Webb's botmon, but he did
so monvof us ond thoroughly deserved his nicknome
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Sergeont HERBERT with Mrs Herbert ond Wing Commonder Jenkrn's

four years Squodron Leoder Webb hod o room of the other ar
were twenty f  our rooms per block Eoch room wos
o metol  bed ,  three "biscui ts" ,  three blonkets,  one

oboul tweive t , - : , - '
p i l low, chcir , : , ;p-

wos fortunote) o k ind of  rug/mat Electr i  c l ight ,  no plugs, nc r ' r . j , . r  :
showers ond tor lers 'up rhe end" f t  wos enouqh



One of the Chorge-honds in the Hongors wos o youngish mqn colled Poddy
ROUTLEDGE. He wos o bit of o lod with the Wqtchfield lodies who mended ond
"doped" the oircroft during service etc. One doy (also whilst f was octing os Duty
Officer) f got an 5OS from the Guqrd to go up to o porticulor Hongor to see
whqt wqs going on. f found "Poddy" stripped stork noked in q circle of lodies who
hod sprayed him oll over with dope! You moy lough, but it was deodly serious - we
rushed him to Swindon hospitol where f suppose they gave him o both. fn whot f
don't know becouse dope is olmost insoluble thot is why it wos used to seol the
fobric on oircroft. f suspect he wos well ond truly "scropedl" Poddy never got too
fomifior with the lodies after thot! Very populor chorocter, lovely disposition.
Good qllround sportsmon, omorous.

On the tarmoc, TfA,\ wos in chorge. Whot his surnome wos T never did discover,
but HE wos the boss ond everybody knew it. An obsolute roscol, ond everybody
knei it. But he did his job fontosticolly well, ond never once did I hqve q com-
pfoint from pilots obout him. He ALWAyS seemed to be on duty, doy ond night,
pfaying cqrds at 3om in o duty hut, woiting for a 'Duty Chonge round", or sweePing
frost off the wings of Oxfords woiting to toke off in mid-winter (Frost wos o kil-
ler on tqke-off!) He ond his crew of obout ten constontly rushed oround the tor-
moc filling up tonks, storting up engines, doing the hundred ond one jobs necessory
to keep the props whirling.
fn the obsence of the lodies who recorded f lying times ond things, he would f iddle
the figures like the best of them. fn his spore time he took bets from oll qnd
sundry, not only on horse racing, but Soturdoy's Footbqll Motch where Wotchfield
wos ploying Highworth Rovers.

About Footboll. I hod beenoppointed Sports Officer (on e of mony extro-Pilot du-
ties which hod descended upon me, being the senior RAF Officer octuolly RESI-
DENT on the stotion everybody else living out thot is why f wos so often the
Duty Officerl) f wos mod obout footboll, ploying ot every opportunity,for anyone
who needed o stondin. I wosn't very good, but exceedingly enthusiostic. Within o
period, I hod orgonised teoms of Airmen, Civilions, Sergeonts, Officers with
everybody ploying everybody else and regulorly rushing off to odjccent Airfields
to pfoy teoms here ond there. f wos even gronted o speciol Licence to drive the
Civilion Tronsport cooch! There wqs o dirty scheme ofoot of course. I ployed for
EVERyBODy when there wos o missing centre-f orword, outsideleft or goolkeeperl
f coufd only do it when flying duties did not interfere but then, f personolly
wrote out the f lying schedules, so it wos eosy!
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The Officers Mess consisted of o couple of large Nissen Huts joined together
with o smoll one in between for Office ond Stores. The Dining Room ond the
"Communiry" Room held between fifty qnd-o hundred people each. All Officers
were resident either in the moin Comp buildings or "out" in the villoges os rent-
poyers with their wives, or "biilett ed" . Most of the "old honds" of course got
"bifletted" ond very comfortqble it wos too. At evening times, the ploce wos ol-
most "deserted" except for the Noofi ond Sergeonts AAess. ft wos situote'up"
the lone which possed the moin gote, very neorly of its junction to the Moin
Foringdon Rood.

My wife ond I lived for o while of Longcot in o room, port of o lorge house.
On onother occosion we lived in on ottic b4p* the slotes in o smoll cottoge at
Bourton. There wos once o summer "drought" ond everyone "living out" brought in
bottles which they filled up with wqter qnd took home. The locols simply put up
with hoving o tonker colling twice o week Finolly, someone wondered why RAF
Wotchf ield hod woter on top when they didn't, and dis covered thot the locol Fire
Brigode hod hod an exercise of ASHBURy involving the reservoir there, ond hod
forgetten to turn the woter bock on ogoin when they leftl Ah well! Nothing much
wos soid in high ploces. Don't you know there's o wor on?

Of the RAF personnel possing through Wotchfield, not o lot con be soid. Most
were tronsient, stoying o motter of two of six weeks os Courses demonded. The
moin Administrotors who might be colled "permonent stoff" f hove mentioned. I
did not hqve a great deal to do personolly with the Flying Control School , except
the Pilots. (For some months towords the end of the Wor, f wos CO of their Fly-
ing Wing, but thot wosn't a very importont oppointment ond wos merely on exer-
cise whilst woiting for demobilisotion)

No 1 BAS consist .a o,f Flights, o Flight Lieutenont with o support teom of obout
six, vorious ronks from Flight Lieutenonts down to Sergeants. There could never
6e promotion becouse the Unit wos restricted in its estoblishment, one Wing
Commonder, two Sguodron Leoders, ond os mony Flight lieutenonts os the Crew
Rooms hod spo ce f or.

Sguodron Leader Webb hod sn Office immedio tely beneoth the control Tower.
Beneoth him wos stored the FireWagon qnd the "Blood Tub" - the ombulonce.
He hod on Assistont, the senior "Flight Lieutenont" who wos tn eff ect Commander
of a "Wing" of sometimes 20 oirtoft but without the entitled ronk. The Officer
who operoted three flights (9'oircroft ie o Sguodron) similorly, could not be pro-
moted to Sguadron Leod er-he hod to be content remoining o Flight Lieutenant.
A Flight Commonder with moyb e f our or f ive oircroft ond fnstructors could be ony
ronk from Sergeant up to Flight Lieutenont depending upon the CO Flying ond his
holding of o Q cotegory. ft wos oll very civilion, ond hinged upon the Stotion Com-
monding Officer hoving the ronk of Wing Commonder.
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Everyone else noturolly, hod to occept their proper place in the hierorchy. ff you
ospired promotion, you got yourself posted elsewherel There wos no promotion ot
Wotchf ield beyond Flight Lieutenont, ond thot orrived ultim ately by time serving,
not merit.

Which reminds me of whqt happened when I first omived. f had been there on o
fortnight's course, hoving volunteered for such instruction when of Brize Norton,
whifst serving os on ordinary fnstructor on circuits ond bumps. At the end of the
BAS course, Sguodron Leod er Webb colled me in ond osk ed if f would like to come
bock os on fnstructor.
I soid yes pleasebecouse Brize wos o ghostly ploce with thousonds of people,full
of whot wos known os bullshine with me on overworked Q Sergeant fnstructor ond
no prospects of promotion or chonge.

f froa incidentolly, possed the Wotchfield exoms, both flyingond oth erwiseqt on
E (EXCEPTTON AL) level which wos olmost unheord of. I wosn't o porticulorly good
pifot, but f took to instrument flying like duck to wqter-it wos dead eosy. probo-
bly due to o complte lqck of imoginotion!
Anyway,when f got bock to Brizethere wcs the heck of o row. The GroupCoptoin
there colled me into his sonctum ond rollocked me well ond proper,soying he hod
refused wotchf ield's opplicotion ond r hod to stoy!

For som e reason, the Powers thot be qt little Wotchf ield were stronger thon the
6uvnor of Brize Norton, even though he wos o 6roup Coptoin, ond o fortnight later
f turned uP of this little gross potch weoring my thre e stripes ond wondering why
I hod given uP so much for so little. GeorgeWebb octuofly met me qs f stepped
out of the Aircrqft. "Hallo'he soid , "Come and have a cup of tea!" Tmagine THAT
for o stortl

fn due course, qfter exploining the locol nuonces of thejob, he osked ,,Have you
any complaints?" With f eor ond trepidotion , T replied "Yes. f wanf a commission!'
He didn't bot an eyelid, merely soying, "OK But it will take at least a fortni ht!'
Think on thot! No interview, no buf lshine, no nothing. Some time later,he stopped
me outside the Serge-ants Mess ond soid (very formolly), "sergeant 1uilmant! you
are improperly dressed! 6o and see Salfl" (5olt wos his botmon)
When f got to Solt , he guietly led me bock to my billet severof doors down, ond
there on the bed wos o Pilot Officer's bottledress complete with sewn-on wings
ond ronking ribbons!
Thot wos the sort of mon George was. You now perhops cppreciote why we oll
thought he wqs worth stoying with, in spite of restricted promotion prospects.
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Flight Lieutenont'Jimmy" Jomes
(loter Wirg Commonder DFC)
He wos the most reckless, feckless, irresponsible,
f ikeoble , lozy, poper-incompetent, loveable, skilful,
gene?ous, (ond o lot more thirgs besides) choroc-
ter of Wotchfield, eve?.
Contempt for outhority ond disobeying rules wos
his woy of life. Smokirg 50 fogs o dcy , he could
drink ANyONE under the toble ond STILL be
stonding up when the lights went out. But HE wos
the mon to coll for when there wos something
REALLY tough to do!
I remember he flew to the Isle of AAon o doy or so
before one Christmos (nobody knew where he'd
gone!) with o pupil ond come back with 36 turkeys!
He hod locoted o Beom on the top of iAount
Snowden which he sow crossed thot Islbnd ond
simply went! He wos qwoy for TWO doys, whilst
the weather wqs obsolutely awful, ond on Christ-
mos Eve cosuofly dropped down without telling ony-
one in odvonce.
D'you know - NOTHINO wos soid! Everybody

from AC Plonk to CO got stuffed thot Christmos, ond so did guite o few Wotch-
field ond Shrivenhom children who 9ot presents vio DRA CULA. He: hod token the
opportunlty to buy lots of sweets and chocolote whilst there they opporently
hod no rotioning,ot leost so he soid.
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During the whole of my life, f hove neve? met o mon I liked better.
He earned his DFC on Pothf inders, doing 30 ops in 22 doys, eorning his DFC in the
shortest time possible, ond promoted to THREE RfNGS within o month of leoving
Wotchf ield.
He "dropped inf' o f ew weeks loter, wqlked into Jenks's Office ond told him to
" Stand up when speaking to a Senior Officer!' Then loughed, ond qfter sitting
down (very tempororily) on on olmost red-hot coke "Tortoise" stove, drogged out
o bottle of whisky ond shouted for the Adj to come in for o drink!
Well, thot wos the rumour which went round the lrAess!

Top left of this picture is
Flight Lieutenont "Vic"
King AFC who for three
yeors octed as George's
Deputy.
He wos most efficient ond
o good leader, olwoys to
be relied upon. All the fn-
structors liked him be-
couse he hod progressed
from the ronks, ond knew
exoctly whot the job
entoiled.
After the Wor he corried
on flying in o Commerciol
copocity with BOAC ond
BA, foter becoming Secre-
tory of the Professionol
Pi lots Associot ion ( I
THINK thot wos the
nome!)

A mon of the highhest colibre, ond responsible to o lorge degree, f or RAF Wotch-
field's high reputotion.

n little story (there is ALWAyS o "little story!") He ond f hod "orgonised" on or-
dinory "Cross Country" exe?cise with o pupil to Gronthom. Why Gronthom? Vic
fived there, ond wos 9oin9 on leovel The weother wos obsolutely foul, qnd on
orrivof we found the ploce obsolutely fog-bound. A triol run down showed o cloud
level of below f ifty f eet , so we went "up" ogoin, mooching qround whilst we trid
to rodio contoct their Control . There wos no reply .,





Suddenly,we noticed above the cloud (it wos lote qfternoon ond still light) AN-
OTHER Oxord doing o wide circle oround more or less the some spot we were, so
we got up close, ond by o series of complicotgC. hqnd signols ond int elligent heod
wogging, w? reolised HE wonted to lond ot GRANTHAII, but.the cloud bose wos
too low. So we somehow signoiled ocross-You "formatb"oi'US and we will tead
you inl

Down we went with this stronger close by our side, not .os close os he SHOULD
hove been. Wheels down, flops down, slow down, were nearing the deck!

At 100 f eet or so, he completely disoppeored. He hod obondoned the joint operq-
tion!

5o we cqrried on ond sofely londed on the AAoin runwoy, round the Perimeter trock
to the Control Tower which we could voguely see,ond porked right in front, leov-
in9 our engines running becquse we we?e not 'stoying'. Vic aot out bockwords,
kitbog, two porochute bogs ond some hond luggage, with me giving o hond.
Suddenly there wos noise of o bond qnd, turning round, we could see o Porqde of
some hundreds of Airmen, in full dress orroy ond o posse of Top Brqss odvoncing,
cl early ron k-o r i entoted

ft took more thon o few minutes to exploin. Apprently the Aircrqft up obove
which hod obondoned our off er of help, contoined on Air Arlorsholl on his way to in-
spect the Unit, qnd the ossembled big wigs thought FlLt Vic King was Hrlt\.

There they were, o f9w yords owqy, orguing , gesticuloting, hoving o right old
barney , when whot do you think next hoppen ed? Vic opened up his raincoot (I sup-
Pose to get out his fdentificotion cord) ond down dropped three deod robbits
which had been honging inside.
f couf dn't stop loughing, so in order to remove ONE of the emborrossments pre-
sent, I revved uP the engines, turned the oircrqft owoy ond took off into the
murk.

Vic aot owoy with it, but f hove'often since tried to imogine whot the erks stond-
in9 to ottention thought wos going on. I olso wonder ed whether or not thot por-
ticulor Oxf ord we tried to help eve? got down sofely. It wos indeed reolly bod
visibifity, but bock home to Wotchfield we went with the pupil driving, ond the
Mess 9ot livened up thot evening whilst the tole wos told.

Page Number: 53





Page Number: 55



Pase Number: 57



t

f hove spent quite o time, looking of this "stotion" Photogroph, ond osking myself
is there qnyone f SHOULD hove porticulorly mentioned, ond hoven't. There ore!

Flight Lieutenont WfLLAN (Frqnt row on George's RI6HT) w.g5- the Stotion Adju-
tqnt for oges ond oges ond oges, perhops from Doy One.. nn ex-solicitor living in
Northollerton ond billeted ot Greater Coxwell (?) he wos a very kind mon, qnd
whilst doing his best to encouroge efficient poper-odministrotion, wcs very toler-
ont of us young ond very inexperienced Officers. f remember the f irst time f wos
"Duty" Officer, when f reported, he gave me o ruddy great pistol, belt ond hol-
ster, ond one round, soying "SUn here!' f suppose f looked o bit scored of this
ironmongery,becouse he osked, "Have you ever fired one? Upon cdmitting my
sheer ignoronce, he soid, "Come on! Come with me!' ond (collecting qn RAF Police
Corporol on the woy, plus fixed boyonet) we wolked up the lone to on old grovel pit
ond there p?oceeded to pump leod into old tin cons.

Refreshed ond more experienced in the woys of weaponry, f storted my night's
duty whilst HE went home to fried GOOSE egg.Loter f discovered the people in
the Tithe Born neorby where he wos stoying, sold them so we mode o point of col-
lecting a f ew bef ore gotng on leave. 

.
Then there wos Flight Lieutenqnt Mike CROSKELL (Middle row, third in on the
right) He hod 6een operotionol before orriving of Wotchfield ond wos held in very
high esteem becouse not only wos he skilful himself , but olwoys got good results.
Leadership wos noturol ond his whole demeonour wqs thot of justified confidence.
f could never understond why he neve? got on Award. He so thoroughly des erved
recognition. f om sure thot hod he moved from Wotchfield, he would very guickly
indeed hove reoched high RAF ronk. But he didn't ond merely ron two or three
Ff ights with the utmost eose. Capable of much greoter occeptonce of responsibil-
ity, there wos nothing more for him to ochieve here, ond f think it grteved him
considerobly.,

Strongely, his wif e (o fully guolified Nursing Sister) wos for o long time, Senior
Receptionist of "Both Rood Surgery" he?e in Southompton where f and my fomily
were registered. They moved tb q town neor Moidenheod on the River Thomes,
ond we lost touch. After the wor, f om sure he went Commerciol flying with BA
ond retired with on enormous credit of safe flying hours. Ever so mony ex
Wotchf ield fnstructors went to BOAC ond BA. After oll, they hod EXACTLY the
right sort of troining ond experience f or the Civilion job.

He wos o great Cricketer. He didn't know this, but f used to wotch ond envy him
moking those groceful strokes to ON ond OFF ond LEG with - -; ease,soying
to mysef f , "f wish f could do that!" But f couldn't. f simply sloshed out ot every-
thing. And got cleon-bowled out after on over!



Evety time I look of this book, (qnd thst hqs been guite often becouse it
seems to get reprinted every .few monfhs!) f soy to myself, you hoven't men-
tioned 'Duhc" or 'thot modest Welsh Piono Wizqrd whb siiif'lives in forcwoy
Aberystwyfhl' His nome is Willioru, ond I olwoys seem to get him mixed up
with o chop colled Griffithsl By the woy, he founded the 'RE-UNION' Club
after the Wor, ond, completely on his own, did oll the pqpenyork ond orgoniso-
tion to keep it going for forty yeorsl He still mointqim on qnnuol circuhr with
those of us on his moiling list, which must be o History on its own. One of
these dqys, I will go to Aber ond personolly say THANK/OU to him for oll his
efforts over (now) 55 yurs. f connot recoll your qctuof Christion mme Bill,
but f rememb er the initiols AJS ond o presentotion ttlusicol tlionuscript
which I most sincerefy hope gove you lots of eqioymentf Se.e your picture
somewh ere herein, smiling os usuoll

* Loncen Duncon (Dunc to his friendsl is'o fovoured one HIS picture oppaors
of leost twice!
He wos o sort of bear of o mon, solid, dependoble, refioble, etc etc. Alwcys
with o grin which imported friendliness. A reol tliAN's mqnl You con soy this
sort of thing fitty yeors ofterwords without fear of ony lowsuitsl Somehow,
he wos nevec commissioned, but he reoched (by merit) the rarified ronk of
Warrqnt Qfficer. There wos somethirg not guite right ond foir obout the giv-
in9 of commissions so mony deserving people were bypossed, so mony thor-
ough incompetents were given outhority ond fsiled. ft hod ( ond possibly stilf
hosl) something to do with q 'formufo'. Fomily, Schoof , Job, Accerfi ond o host
of completely irrefevont things intrude upon the decision. Sorry - it rnokes
me very ongty to sQp leodership obifity wosted. There utere ever so mony
NCO's of Wotchfield who deserved elevotion ond Dunc wos one of them!

Another nome which jumps the yeors is '6in9er' Stqinthorpe. A most cheet'y
ond likeoble Flight Sergunt who wos olwcys the life and soul of o porty. I
think after the Wor he become o Sales or Works lionog er for o lorge orgoni-
sotion. He(wos olso o bloomin; good pilotl Thonks Oiryir for shoring your lif"
with ours!

And lots of others, too!

r decide to concfude qll this tolk, ond suddenly I remember onother foce ond
onother mme, ond I cqn't stop tve GOT to mention thenr! ft's Peter Q)
6ibbs this time ond for some unknown raoson, f get him ossocioted with PI6gt
Ah well, it'll oll come bock in time! And before f hove time to brood, cfoag
comes Ronnie (?) iiilton. He wos much younger thon me, but fqr far more in-



My fomily urge me to
port in the history of
obout me, the writer.

include some pictures of mysetf ,
RAF Wotchf ield ond the R,eoder

point ing out thot f  ployed o
should know o bit  more

Alrightl I ogree-but only the brief est of descriptions , pleasel

A "new" entry to
the RAF. The
white "f  losh" in
the cop indicoted
the wearer wos
"oircrew under
troining"
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telligerrt ond f om certoin he mode o big ngme for himself in the Architecturof
profession. He somehow olwoys bubbled with enthusiosn ond wqs full of new
ideos. I hope he hos hod o hofpy life seeing him in rh/ filnd reminds me of
il 

'r 
I BROWNfE, o guiet. studious perhops, youtrg mon who hod much much

more in him thqn apryred on the surfoce. Voguely f remember he hod o Civil
Service bocfground ond mode decisions eosily. Very welf informed on olmost
everything, music included. He wos inveigled once by lirs Jenkins (the CO's
rother imperious wife) to run some 'l,lusicol Evenings' for the beneftt of vqn-
dols like ne. f envied his eos e in the exercise of outhority, his wide general
knowfedge, and the confidence which much feorning hod brought to him of such
on eorfy ege. He wos the sort of mon you could be o friend of for o lifetimef

I rqof ly ,tiUST stopl

Deor Wotchfiefd Friends ond Collagues.

f hove forgotten so mony of your nomes ond T feel most qnnoyed with myself.
If you eve? rerrd this,'Johnnie, Tish, rliike, Frqnk, Tom Bury (remember thot
corpet?),'Lonky' Holmes (who could drink two pints of bitter in twenty seconds
ffat, then go.outside to bring it oll up so he could stod oll over ogoin!) Vic
Adoms ond his melodiouso trumpet (ond the lovely girl he morried) '[iod'
Dukoyne (ond the unsuccesful seorch for a mouseinthe Officer's lAess rodio-
grom which finished up on the ffoor in pieces!) to mention but o few obsent
from these pogesl

Ohl And six-foot-four Rogers, othfete , footboller, cricketing ge,rrius who got our
teoms out of troubfe so often. Hysfop, Gray, Winship, Hqines , elc etc etc.
Pleose forgive me, f wetl remember your ugfy foce,s, frvine Jockets, those
tedty benr coots, ond night flying in December when the beom pocked up, ond
how you there, fve forgotten whot, but f know you did itl



Thonks evetyone f or the Fellowship and Friendship engendered ot

RAF WATCHFIELD
Born, Ltved ond Died

during the war Yesrs of 1939 to 1946

Those were the days we dream abouf

Let us pause fo remember friends and colleagues posted
elsewhere bY death

And in this year of 2000, exacfly 1IXry ONE years
af{eFl*le OUTBPEAK OF WAR, wrsh each ofher

6oodbYe!


